My New Brain Analysis:


Presented in the expository mode, My New Brain has an off camera presenter who is always behind the camera, occasionally the audience hear what the presenter has asked to the subjects involved in the documentary. In this documentary we are told what is happening with Simon after his accident and we see how he is progressing with the rehab. We are not questioning what we are seeing, instead we are acting as a passive audience and just accepting what we are seeing and being told.


This is a very typical documentary, which uses a range of different and simple shots to emotionally connect to the audience. When the filmmaker was interviewing Simon, his family and friends the shot that was typically used close-ups to capture their emotion of what has happened and mid-shots which used the rule of thirds. These interviews were also occasionally used as voice-over's over photographs of family photo's. The shots of the photograph's would start on a steady shot on the photograph then (like most typical documentaries) they would zoom into the photograph. The rule of thirds is the way frame's are divided into thirds. The subject's within the documentary would stand on the right side of frame. These shots are more desired and simply just look better than straight on shots especially for documentaries where interviews are taken place. They are also good starting points for a shot. The hand held shots were only used in the shots of simon and his mother in the car going from the rehab centre to home and vice versa. They were used because they are easy and it would be hard to do these shots inside the car without going with the hand held technique. They also help to communicate with the audience the relationship between Simon and his mother and the effect that the rehab centre has on Simon, which he clearly states he hates, at the beginning of the documentary.


A voice of god narration was used by the presenter. This narration drives the documentary and it is very typical for documentaries, especially when they are put into the observational mode of film making. The narration helps to take the documentary from one shot to another. It explains what is going on, and helps in establishing a new location. After receiving a lot of information, the audience need some time to take a step back and take in the information supplied. This is documentary delivered just that in the use of breather's. If there were no breather's, the audience may not have understood as clearly what is happening and thus having a negative impact on the documentary.

